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Orionõs story 

 

Have we all found Orion? Remember to look out for his belt, three 

stars in a row. Now hereõs a story about Orion. 

 

Orion was the son of Neptune, who was the god of the sea, so he was 

no ordinary man. He was gigantically tall, incredibly strong and very 

handsome. He could walk through deep water without getting his head 

wet, he wasnõt frightened of any animal, in fact he was a hunter. You 

can see he is holding a sword or a club.  

 

Because Orion was so handsome and strong Artemis, goddess of the 

hunt and of the moon, fell in love with him. Artemisõs job was to drive 

the moon chariot across the sky, but when she fell in love with Orion 

she started to forget about her chariot. Instead she came down to 

earth to hunt with Orion.  

 

Now Artemis had a brother called Apollo, who was in charge of the 

sun. He got a bit cross because she wasnõt driving her moon chariot 

across the sky so he decided to punish Artemis by getting rid of 

Orion.  

 

One day Orion was swimming in the sea, and Apollo shone his golden 

rays so brightly that Orion looked like a tiny dot. Then Apollo chal-

lenged Artemis.  

òI bet you canõt hit that tiny speck with your bow and arrow.ó He said 

 

Artemis didnõt realise that the tiny speck was Orion and wanted to 

show off what a good huntress she was. She put the arrow in the bow, 

pulled back the bow string and fired!  

 

The arrow hit Orion and killed him immediately. Poor Artemis! When 

she found Orionõs body on the beach later that day she was very up-

set. She realised that it was her arrow that had killed him. So she put 

Orionõs body into her moon chariot and drove high up into the sky, 

where it is the darkest. She put the body of her beloved Orion in the 

sky, ad suddenly the stars shone brightly to outline his body, his jew-

elled belt and his glittering sword. Artemis even put Orionõs two fa-

vourite hunting dogs by his foot, to keep him company.  
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Name_______________________ Date___________________  

Write your own version of the Orion story, or write a new story to 

explain how he got into the stars.  
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A picture of Orion for you to colour in.  

Name_______________________ Date___________________  
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Can you draw Orion the hunter over the stars?  

Name_______________________ Date___________________  

Picture from Jodrell Bank  
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Finding shapes worksheet  

Name_______________________ Date___________________  
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Name_______________________ Date___________________  
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Name_______________________ Date___________________  
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Word search  


