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below. 
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Gideonõs story 

 

This story is all about the moon being made of cheese. Of course we know it isnõt 

but this story might explain why people think that. Itõs about a man called Gideon 

who lived in a village with a  pond in the middle. The pond looked very beautiful and  

you could see all kinds of things reflected in it ñtrees, houses, clouds, even people.  

Now Gideon was often making silly mistakes about things, thankfully he had some 

very kind friends, and they never laughed at his mistakes. Instead they  helped him 

out and said kind things like õDonõt worry, letõs sort it out together!õ  

 

Gideonõs favourite food was cheese, he would eat it for every meal and he especially 

loved cheese on toast. In those days you didnõt buy cheese in blocks, it came in big 

rounds from the farmer, like a giant Babybel cheese.  

 

One dark night Gideon was walking through the village, he was just passing the pond 

when he noticed a  huge yellow circle in the middle of the pond. ôOh look,õ he said to 

himself ôThereõs a cheese in the pond. Yum, I love cheese, Iõll go and get my fishing 

net and fish it out.õ  

 

So he hurried off home. When Gideon got back to the pond with his fishing net, he 

was very relieved to see the cheese was still there, but when he put his net into the 

pond, the water went all rippled and the cheese disappeared. ôDrat and bother!õ said 

Gideon, and he sat down by the side of the pond to think.  

 

After a short while the water grew still and the big yellow circle reappeared. 

Gideon jumped up and plunged his net into the pond. Of course the water went all 

rippled and the cheese disappeared again. ôDrat and double bother!õ said Gideon, and 

he sat down by the side of the pond in a really big sulk.  

 

Gideonõs friends lived in a house close to the pond, and when they heard all the 

splashing and shouting they knew it just had to be Gideon, so off the hurried to the 

pond. ôWhat are you doing?õ they asked when they saw Gideon sitting by the side of 

the pond with his fishing net. Gideon tried to explain about the cheese, and just at 

that moment the pond water still and the big yellow circle reappeared. ôLook,õ Gideon 

said, pointing to the middle of the pond, ôThere is a cheese in the pond and I was 

trying to fish it out, you know how I love cheese on toast. But every time I put my 

net in the cheese sinks!õ 

 

Gideonõs friends all looked and it did seem that there was a cheese in the pond. 

They asked Gideon to put his net in and sure enough the circle disappeared. One of 

Gideonõs friends looked up, and noticed the moon. It was a full moonña big, yellow 

circle in the sky. ôAh ha!õ said Gideonõs friend, and he explained to everyone about 

the moon being reflected in the pond ñthatõs what the circle was, the moonõs reflec-

tion! It wasnõt a cheese at all! And thatõs why it disappeared when the water was 

disturbed. Poor Gideon felt very silly, but his kind friends took him back to their 

house and gave him cheese on toast, which soon cheered him up.  
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Name_______________________ Date___________________  
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Here is a pond with a reflection. Can you draw the moon in the sky, 

and reflected in the pond? Draw your own reflection picture here.  



Name_______________________ Date___________________  

©Days of Wonder Ltd 

Lily went right around the world, visiting 

lots of different places. Draw or write 

about your favourite place to visit.  


