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 Other ideas  

Act out the story  

Find out about the Twelve Labours of Heracles and in-

vent some more 

Stage your own Olympics!  

Re-enact Archimedes bath experiment (Do it fully 

clothed and in the sink!)  

Make and decorate a Greek vase  
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The story of Cassiopeia, the Queen 
Cassiopeia was the wife of King Cepheus, and together they ruled the 
country of Ethiopia. (Not Ethiopia in Africa, but a country that long ago 
included parts of Israel, Jordan and Egypt) Now Cassiopeia was very 
beautiful, but the trouble was she knew it! She was vain and arrogant, a 
real show off! She was always boasting about her beauty and that of her 
daughter Andromeda. In fact she even dared to boast that they were 
more beautiful that the maidens who lived with Poseidon in his under-
water kingdom. These maidens were daughters of the sea god Nereus, 
and were very beautiful. 
When Poseidon heard about Cassiopeiaôs boasting he was furious, and 
decided at once that she needed to be punished. He was so cross that 
he decided not just to punish Cassiopeia but the whole country of Ethio-
pia. 
Poseidon sent a monster sea serpent called Cetus to terrify all those liv-
ing along the coast of Ethiopia. And that he did! He snatched women 
and children he found on the shore and generally behaved dreadfully. 
King Cepheus and Queen Cassiopeia decided to consult an oracle. 
They asked how they could rid their kingdom of this dreadful monster. 
The oracle did have an answer but it wasnôt really what Cepheus 
wanted to hear. To get rid of the monster, Cepheus and Cassiopeia 
needed to sacrifice Andromeda to the serpent. This way the sea maid-
ens would feel that they had their revenge for the way Cassiopeia had 
insulted them. Then they would ask Poseidon to recall Cetus.  
Cepheus and Cassiopeia chained Andromeda to a rock at the seaôs 
edge, and left her there for Cetus to come and get her. But luckily for 
Andromeda there was a Greek hero passing by. Perseus was used to 
killing monsters, having killed several gorgons. He was on his way 
home when he heard about poor Andromeda. Some say he rode on 
Pegasus and slew the serpent. He rescued Andromeda and married 
her.  

Since Poseidon thought that Cassiopeia should not escape punishment, 

he placed her in the heavens. To humiliate her more she is upside-down 

for half the time, not a flattering look for a queen who was so proud of 

her beauty! 
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