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 Other ideas  

Act out the story  

Make a canopic jar  

Make a mummy out of modelling clay, and wrap in 

crepe paper bandages. Make a coffin for it too.  

Build a step pyramid out of Lego  

Make a funeral boat  

Make a clay servant to put in a tomb  
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The Tragedy of Osiris  

 

The sun god Ra had grown very old. It was time for him to leave earth and ascend into heaven. 

His place was taken by Osiris, the god of death and rebirth, and his wife Isis. They had a baby 

boy, Horus the falcon god.  

 

In those days Egypt was a land of chaos; the people were savages and run around all over the 

place. Osiris took charge. He got everyone organised and was very kind and understanding. He 

taught the people how to grow crops and harvest them. Isis showed them how to grind wheat 

and make bread. Osiris stopped the people fighting so much and encouraged them to talk about 

their problems instead.  

 

Unfortunately all was not well in Osirisõs own home. He had a brother called Set  who was very 

jealous of Osiris, and wanted to take power for himself. Set longed to cause a war and destroy 

the peace that Osiris had created.  

 

While Osiris was away visiting far parts of Egypt, Set asked the best craftsmen in the country 

to build a beautiful casket. It was designed to fit Osiris perfectly. It was covered in jewels and 

gold and everyone thought it was the most marvellous thing they had ever seen.  

 

When Osiris got home, Set had prepared a celebration feast. He bought out the beautiful cas-

ket and said òHowever fits perfectly in the casket can keep it!ó All the guests tried and none of 

them fitted it. The Osiris joined in the fun, and tried the casket. It fit! Suddenly Set rushed 

forward and slammed the lid. He nailed it shut, and that was the end of Osirisõs reign in Egypt. 

 

Set took the casket to the Nile and threw it in. The lands became dark, and Set took charge. 

He destroyed everyone who was loyal to Osiris, and ordered everyone to go to war with other 

countries. Isis went and hid, crying her eyes out for Osiris. This caused the first flood of the 

Nile. Isis kept searching for the casket, but it was very difficult. Set kept conjuring magical 

creatures to chase after her. She was protected by seven scorpions (Scorpio) who the gods 

sent to keep her safe.  

 

Eventually Isis was told by her children that the casket had washed up on the shore. A huge 

tree had grown on the beach, and the casket was inside the tree. Isis cut down the tree and 

set off back to Egypt with the casket in a boat. Set was out hunting, and while Isis rested one 

night Set found the coffin. He ripped the lid off, took out his sword and chopped the body into 

pieces. He threw the bits into the Nile, hoping to keep Osiris out of heaven. Isis woke up and 

discovered what had been happening. She searched up and down the Nile and found as many 

bits as she could.  

 

Isis put the bits back together and bandaged them. She had a funeral for Osiris, so he could 

join Ra in heaven. Isis went into hiding and bought up her son Horus. Horus became a brave war-

rior, and one night in a dream Osiris appeared and urged him to get revenge for his death. Ho-

rus called all the people of Egypt together to battle against Set.  

 

Set was a very experienced warrior and managed to take out Horusõs eye during a fight. Horus, 

despite being injured, had more energy than his uncle and hit Set with his mace. Setõs skull 

cracked and he died instantly. Thoth came down from heaven and gave Horus back his sight. 

Set was buried as a traitor. The people all over Egypt celebrated that the evil had left the 

land. When Setõs spirit reached heaven Ra, with Osiris watching, sent him down to eternal hell. 
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Name_______________________ Date___________________  

Retell the Tragedy of Osiris as a comic strip.  
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Name_______________________ Date___________________  

Can you find the characters from the story on the star map?  

Osiris is shown as 

Orion.  

Isis is shown as Virgo  

Horus is 

shown as 

Gemini 

Set is shown as Ursa 

Minor  


